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Agricultural biological diversity

Decision III/11 and Decision IV/6. Conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biological
diversity
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Further comments on implementation of these decisions and the associated programme of work

Question 329.

The Centro Nacional de Pesquisa de Recursos Genéticos e Biotecnologia - CENARGEN [National Research
Centre for Genetic Resources and Biotechnology – CENARGEN] of the Empresa Brasileira de Pesquisa
Agropecuária – EMBRAPA [Brazilian Agricultural and Cattle-Breeding Research Company – EMBRAPA]
prepared the Brazilian Report for the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) on the country’s genetic
resources (see: www.embrapa.gov.br). EMBRAPA has programmes on: genetic resources for agriculture,
Direct planting, Mycorrhizae, and Integrated Pest Management. An international workshop was organized
on Ecological Agriculture, in Acre in 2002. EMBRAPA prepared an Environmental Report on this theme for
the Agenda 21 – Sustainable Agriculture Component.

Question 331.

The Empresa Brasileira de Pesquisa Agropecuária – EMBRAPA [Brazilian Agricultural and Cattle-Breeding
Research Company – EMBRAPA] is promoting workshops with Program on Environment Quality in Agriculture
- IICA.

The Fundação Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatística - IBGE [Brazilian Institute for Geography and
Statistics – IBGE] produced a publication on indicators for environmental sustainability, in 2002.

Question 332.

Biological agriculture is still incipient, and present mostly in large urban centres, attending to a higher
income population. Its diffusion is mostly an initiative of NGOs and associations of rural producers.

Question 333.

A book - Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators - was result of the projects
financed by Projeto de Conservação e Utilização Sustentável de Diversidade Biológica Brasileira - PROBIO
[Project for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Brazilian Biological Diversity – PROBIO].

Questions 334 and 335.

Programa Nacional de Agricultura Familiar - PRONAF [National Program of Family Agriculture - PRONAF].
This programme provides credit lines for financing and investment, training and capacity-building for the
family farmer, infrastructure support for the municipalities with family agricultural communities (development
of rural cooperatives and associations), technical assistance and rural extension, and support for improvement
of the commercialisation mechanisms and processes for family source products. Since 1995, 1,580,502
contracts have been signed, totaling R$4,274,116,000.00. PRONAF is budgeted for R$15.5 billion in the
Pluri-annual Plan - PPA (2000-2003). The Secretaria da Agricultura Familiar [Secretariat for Family Agriculture]
of the Ministry of Agrarian Development is responsible for the programme.

Question 353.

The Comissão Técnica Nacional de Biossegurança - CTNBio [National Technical Commission for Biosafety –
CTNBio] requires technical and scientific studies for the certification of Genetically Modified Organisms
(GMOs). See: www.ctnbio.gov.br.

Question 355.

The Comissão Técnica Nacional de Biossegurança - CTNBio [National Technical Commission for Biosafety –
CTNBio] is the clearing house for information and research findings. Inspection and control is the responsibility
of the Ministry of Environment, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Health. See comments on
biosafety legislation and Resolution No.305 of the Conselho Nacional do Meio Ambiente – CONAMA [National
Council for the Environment – CONAMA] (Questions 79, 90, 196, 268 and 269).




